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INTRODUCTORY 


Social and economic life in most Tone communities has undargoné consider- 
able change since the communities were first settled. The process of change - 


* continues. This study is one of several made to.discover and analyze signi- 


ficant changes and rural life developments under the influences of war. The 
report attempts to review briefly the cultural background of a typical rural 
community in eastern Nebraska; its early settlement history; the development of. 
its social and economic life; the adjustments to new conditions; innovations, and 
stresses; and finally to learn in some detail about its community life under 
wartime conditions. ee . 


Beaver Crossing Community, in the southwest part of Seward County, Nebraska, 
was chosen. It typifies a community of the transition area between the Corn 
Belt and the Winter Wheat and Range Livestock types of farming areas of the 
Great Plains. The close settlement of this community resembles that of Corn 
Belt communities to the east in contrast to the sparse settlement of the wheat 
and livestock communities in the west. It lies in a zone about midway between 
the high- and the low-rainfall areas of the mid-continent region. Its chief 
industry is agriculture, and corn and winter wheat are its principal crops. 
Livestock and small grains are important contributary sources of income. Family-.- . 
size farms predominate, on them the farmers and their families provide all or 
nearly all the labor. Several nationalities are represented in the population, 
but persons of German origin are most numerous. 
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The development of this community and its village center closely parallels 
that of other small village-centered communities in the eastern Great Plains. In 
the years before the automobile, community life centered almost altogether in 
the village. The automobile, of course,-contributed to a change in the pattern of 
contacts for various services, and some of the village services were discontinued. 
Distress in the depression of the 1930's caused serious disturbances in the life. 
of the community and brought about many adjustments. More village services were 
discontinued. Community organizations lost membership and attendance decreased. 
School enrollments dropped. Financial support of various group activities be- 
came a problem, and some were suspended., Several organized groups became virtually 
inactive, The residents turned increasingly to places outside the community to 
obtain what was not available in the village center. 


The community offers little opportunity for the young people except in farming. 
They must get jobs elsewhere if haat do not want to farm, so many leave the com- 
munity. 


World War II with all its implications and influences has left little outward 
impress on the community, nor has it. materially altered the trends that were al- 
ready in progress. There has been-no apparent disruption of community life. The 
people are carrying on very much as they did before, though there are new interests 
and activities, new subjects of talk, and new ties to bind families together, 
oe have not Ce a old intérests, activities, and ties, or detracted from them. 


a major crisis of this natufe would naturally have some impact upon a group 
of peoplee Of course restrictions on farm machinery, supplies, gasoline, and 
“ .tirds. have created problems for farmers, as well as for merchants and business 
mex. who" supply the farmers. Farmers have had to work without their usual amount 
of help,, and they have had to forego some of their leisure-time activities. This 
is also true to a considerable extent of the village people who run the stores and 
other business enterprises. At the same time, the war has increased the demand for 
products from tho farms, and the resulting high prices, together with a series of 
good crops, have raised the general economic level of the farmers and indirectly 
of. the bygepere men in the village. 


Churches aad the most important institution in this SomGat em ‘A high pro- 
portion of the families. who were included in this study (a random sample of 47 
farm and village families) reported church attendance by members of the families 
in 1943. Fraternal organizations were already weak at the onset of the war. They, 
like some of tho other organized groups, have many elderly people in their member- 
ships. Tho lodges have found it incroasingly difficult to add new members during 
the ware The Chamber of Commerce and the American Legion have ceased to function. 
Most of the recrcational activities formerly sponsored by the villago and organized 
groups have been suspended, partly because of the war but mainly because of de~ 
creasing interest or progressive weakening of the sponsoring groups. An outstanding 
organization is the Boaver Crossing Community Clubs a community-wide organization 
for social and entertainment purposes. The Homemaker's Clubs, sponsored by tho 
Extension Service are important in the community and have remained constantly 
strong and active throughout the years since their inception. Tho village itself 
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is a haven for old people, many of whois with others, support an active Townsend | 
Club - the only one in the county. There is a noticeable lack of organized group 
activity. among the farm men, few are members of lodges, and there are no farmer 
organizations, such as the Farm Bureau, The Grange, or the Farmers! Union. The 
farmers have cooperative enterprises but as these do not provide any social 
activities, social interaction among the farm men, is considerably. less than among 
the farm wanen. 
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The Community; Its Setting end Values 


The The Community ty Setting - Beaver Crossing Community includes eeu ienanaye 225 
farm familios abe: on dispersed farmsteads in a territory of about 8 miles square, 
and about 150 families living in the village and on small acreages around the 
village of Beaver Crossing. The population of the village at the last Census was 
500 personse Ths community is located 16 miles southwest of the. county seat town 
of Seward (population 2,800) and 31 miles west of the city of Lincoln (population 
82,000). (Fig. 1.) § . 
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pan A branch of ‘the Big Blue River flows thycuah the center of the community in a 
_South-casterly direction, The stream takes a meandsring course. along wooded banks 

#jn a shallow valley varying in width from a mile.to.a mile-and a half. The land 
away from the valley levels off to a generally smooth plain. Under favorable 
ayeather conditions the soils are capable of producing good yields of corn and small 
grains, alfalfa, and vegetable crops. Artesian wells in the valley supply water 
for vegetable gardening, as well as for household and stock use, The area.of 
which the community is a part is characterized by a wide seasonal temperature 
range and a rainfall that is variable from year to year. Tomperatures. have ranged 
from 30 degrees below zero to 114 above. Average annual precipitation over a 
period of 53 Phas (1891 - 1945 ) was 28.6 inches. 


Barly dottibes moved into Seward” County along ‘two. <7 AN one of which passed 
through the southern part of the county and through what is tes. the Beaver Crossing 
Community. This route, travoled first in 1860, connected Nebraska City on the 
Missouri River with tho Oregon Trail near Fort Kearnoy on the Platte River. Over 
it passed freight trains and pmairie schooners by the score on their long trek 
to the west. Apparently the first sottlemont in the community was made in 1862 
when a settler located a ranch along the trail near where it crossed Beaver Creck. 
A year later a tavern was built on the banks of the crock to accomodate tho wost- 
ward travelors. ‘The first storo was built in 1866 and-a-poestoffice was established 
in that year under.the name of Beaver Crossing. This name was later transferred 

«to the village which was founded soon afterwards on the West Fork of the Blue 
River 4 1/2 miles southwost of tho Boaver Creok crossing. 


Tho village of Beaver Crossing remained hardly more than a crossroads trading 


6 
place until 1887 when the coming of a railroad stimulated a tomporary boom. Tho 
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* citizenry then had great hopss that this would some day become a’minor metropolis. 


yy There came to be more stores and services than the trade territory would 
reasonably support. The boom lasted, for a year or two, then business activity 


‘settled down to a level in keeping with a village of its kind end support. 


Parts of four townships comprise the community as at is ‘known today. The 
townships had a total population of 565 persons in 1870 and 3,391 in 1890. There 
was only a slight gain then up to 1910. A large decrease. in zine: population ‘of 
the townships occurred between 1930 and 1940 ight the vile population remained 
fairly stable. 


Most of -the early settlers came from midwestern and eastern States. Many 
were of German stock. They brought with them the agricultural practices of a more 
humid area, some of which were not well adapted to this new environment. The 
farmers had many discouragements, but most remained to establish a new life on 
this open country. 

The first dwellings were ‘log cabins, dugouts, or  soddies. Logs for the cabins 
came from the tress along the streams, The soddies were constructed from blocks 
of prairie sod cut out by a breaking plow, Dugopts were built in the sides of 
hills, knolls, or ridges and were fronted with sod, logs, or lumber. Frame houses 
, replaced the pioneer buildings when transportation facilities made it possible to 
"pring in lumber, 


Schools were established early. Tho first school houses were built of sod 
and served several purposes for ngighborhood life centered in thom, Church groups 
formed slowly, as the settlers had differont creods and boliofs. Koon activity 
centering around fraternal organizations and social clubs seems to have occurred 
about the turn of the century. Only four of the original ten lodges are active 
in the communi fy today. _Somo were short-lived, but an intoresting characteristic 
of most was the high membership they had at some time of thoir existence. 


Much’ of the social interaction in the community now as in the past comes 
through organized group activity. The people of the village center and of the 
pure RADE, PEE Ye work together ph satisfying the noods for church services, 


V A Beaver. Crossing Bugle dated May, 1887 said, "Tho depot was not located until 
May 12, but not withstanding the risk, and aa Hah tip in its delay two general 
stores, a bank building, a real estate ‘office, billiard*hall and printing office 
were*‘orected, and two lumber yards moved in. Now two livery stables, furniture 

, store, a large hotel, implement house, two clevators, a meat market, and a bank 

* building are preparing to build. With a territory nearly ten milos in every 
direction to draw trade from, there is no roason why Boavor Crossing should not 
make a lively town". In an carlicr issue the paper had stated, “Upon the whole 


“wo have every roason to rejoice at the present growth of Beaver Crossing. and 


its future prospects, Tho iron horse has alroady put vigorous lifo into the town, 
and ‘much may be expected in the future, . . Boom's the word; let tor rol1g" 
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education, fellowship, recreation, and public welfare. There are few, if any, 
social and economic barriers, These organized groups help to integrate community 
life and so to influence the stability of the community, its trade and social 
life. They bring about a community consciousness and a community spirit. This 
in turn enables concerted action on a common problem. Vigorous leadership, which 
is necessary to the vitality of individual organizations, appears to be somewhat 
lacking in this community, however. 


Most of the organized group activity is centered in the village. Changes in 
population resulting from the depression and new customs arising out of technolog- 
ical dévelopment over the years, and changes in ways of trading, have combined 
to weaken the organizational structure. This has meant a growing dependency upon 
outside sources, The village is no longer the thriving, self-sufficient service 
center it used to be and organized activities have decreased. 


The village contains many old people, many of whom receive old-age pensions. 
Their number has increased, especially during the depression years, but the number 
in the younger age groups has decreased. This, of course, has had some effect: 
on the vitality:of the village, for it has lost much of that element of the 
population which makes for a dynamic communi ty center, activates community en- 
terprises, takes an interest in community development, and supplies leadership in 
village and community undertakings. Even before the war there were too few young 
people tc stimulate village and commmity activity. As few of the elderly people 
are heavy consumers, they contribute less to the support of the village’ merchants 
than younger families would. Both village and country have of course lost ad- 
ditional younger )Pegp te during the ware 

‘There are three Protestant churches and “one Catholic church in the community. - 
The total membership of the four churches in 1940 was 460, and in 1943 it was 
435. Approximately 35 percent of the membership was from the village and the 
rest from the open country, in both years. Combined average attendance at worship 
services in 1943 was 230. In 1940, all the churches had resident pastors but in 
1943, two had resident pastors and two were served’from outside the community, 
Worship services were conducted weekly in all the churches in both years. . Each 
congregation owns its own church building. Annual budgets in 1943 ranged from 
$600 to $2,000. None of the churches is strong enough individually to act as an 
integrating force in the community. All cooperate readily, though the extent of 
actual cooperation is rather limited. © paste 


Nine one-room schools dot the open country of the community, and a combination 
elomentary and high school is located in the village center. The’ long-time trend 
in clembntary onrollmonts has.been downward, This is true of the high-school 
enrollments as well, though to a much lesser degrees Elementary enrollments . 
dropped 37.1 percent from 1930 to 1940, and 5.4 percont from 1940 to 1943, There 
was a slightly larger drop in high’ school enrollments after 1940 than before,.-which.. 
reflects in part the-earlicr heavy. : decline in the Glementary cnrollments. High- 
school enrollments. declined 6,4 pereont from 1930 to 1940 and 9,1 percont from”. 
1940 to 1943. hoe schools provide important extra-curricular activitics for tho 
young poople, as well. as social and entertainnent outlots sat adults. . ; 
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There are four lodges in the community = Masons, Odd Fellows, Eastern Star, 
and Rebekahs. The Masons and Bastern Stars meet monthly; the Odd Fellows and 
Rebekahs meet bi-monthly. Total membership of the four lodges was about 340 in 
1930, 180 in 1940, and 167— in 1943, Programs of the lodges include social and 
fraternal activities. % an me 


Thé American Legion Post was a& casualty Py the depression. Membership dropped 
to a point where its charter could. no longer be maintained although individual 
members worked hard to renew the interest. The Legion was one of the most active 
organizations in the community in the 1920's and early 1930's. In 1929 and again 
in 1931, it received national ‘citations for achievements. The American Legion 
Auxiliary continues to be active, though there were only 15 members in i483 


There ‘are five Bxten'sion Homemaker! s clubs in the community. Total eit opentt 
in 1943 numbered ChIP with roughly a representation of about 25 percent of all the 
families in the communitys One club is composed entirely of village women; 
another is. composed of both village and farm women;, and three are composed of farm 
womene 

Lig : re ° 

The Community Club. contributes most to. the integration of the community... It - 
was organized to provide communi ty entertainment, It meets monthiy, except: for 
9 ne three summer months, and has consistently drawn the support of the community 
* residents. Its programs. include. speeches, short talks, music, and plays. Lunches 
provided by.members are served four times a year... The membership inclyded ap- 
proximately 95 families in both 1940 and 1943, Attendance varies considerably 
according to the programs offered, average attendance in 1943 was about 175 persons, ° 
though as high as 450 to 500 persons have attended special programs. ns 


Other formal organizations in the community include the Beaver Crossing 
Women's Club, a WCTU organization, Kensington €lub, Townsend Club, a Parent 
Teachers Association, and a High School alumni associations The Women's Club, 

a study group composed almost entirely of village women, is primarily genearned 
with civic welfare. Its reported membership was :40 in 1940 and 38 in 1943, The 
WCTU is hoavily weighted with aged members, Its membership has beon gradually 
dwindling; it had an average of ..25.members in 1930's and in 1943 only 15 members. 
The Townsend Club, the only’ organization of its kind in the county, “has a larger 
memborship and grodter participation than most of the organized groups. - it had - 

59 members in 1943 and draws its support from a large group of elderly people who 
live in the village. Tho club meots twice a month, and though its principal ob-... 
jective is to promote an old-age pension Bien much of its activity is social in 
nature. The Kensington Club, a.smali womon's social group, had 17 members in 1943". 
divided about equally between town ‘and country. Tho Parent Teachers Association, 


"composed of 12 families living in. one of the rural school districts, meets monthly. .:. 


in the local school house, The alumni association meets annually, at a banquet; 
attendance is always high, even in these wary years. In 1943, 93 persons attended; 


it was estimated then that at least. 75 alumni were in the piad TOregs « There. are. 


numerous informal card clubs. in the community. ibe bo * 


Agriculture is the mainatay of tha, life here Little chango' has oceurrod. 
in the type of farming since sod-breaking days and in the dependency of the com- © 
munity upon agriculture, 


-8= 


The service pattern in the village center has undergone considerable change. 
Most of the change took place after the automobile came, they expanded the area” 
of trading of the commumity residents. The impact of the drought and depression — 
in the 1930's was especially severe on business in the village. Change in the 
service pattern since the war has been mostly a continuation of the trend already 
in process, though perhaps accelerated by the war. Among the village enterprises 
discontinued in 1940 and afterwards were a dry-good store, a garage, a drug store, 
a hardware store, a cafe and grocery store, a beauty shop, a used-furniture store, 
and one or two filling stations. Two doctors have died and no one has taken their 
place, Two churches lost their pastors and ‘have not been able to replace thems 
The local newspaper is now printed outside ‘the community. Freight-train service 
has been reduced to one train a day. There remain in the village only the more 
essential services and marketing facilities usually fod in a small rural village. 
Residents of the community must go elsewhere for most drug goods, for clothing, 
shoes and furniture. Recreational facilities are very limited. There is one .’. 
medical doctor and one dentist in the village, but there are no hospital facilities. 
There has long been no passenger service, either bus or train, in or out of the © 
community. The cooperative enterprises located in the village arc important. They 
include a credit association which replaced two banks that closed in 1933, an 
elevator association, an oil cooperative, a locker system, and a small canning 
factory. The cooperatives will undoubtedly contribute to the maintenance of the 
services that remain in the community. 


Community Values - The formal and informal activities of a people, their 
ideas and attitudes, reveal the things they consider important. This represents 
the system of values which gives meaning to their lives, The following are 
general statements regarding the more important values: cherished by the people se 
the community. 


Attachment to the Land: Most residents of the community have lived there for 
a long time. :Tho average number of years of residgnee of all houscholds heads 
included in the study was 34.9 years in the county, 25.9 years in tho community, - 
and 22.7 years in the neighborhoods. This long residence has developed a senti-~ 
mental attachment for the land and the buildings, ‘that may extend even to old 
roads, a strceam, the village itself, The ‘people have’ therefore come to have a- stake 
in the land, They and in many cases their fathers before them, invested their 
earnings and even a part of themselves in tho’ Tand ‘and its improvements. They have 
contributed to the development and maintenance of schools, churches, and other — 
community onterprisos. Farming as a choson way of life also San eee to ‘this’ 
me cae for the land, 


Peed ety eT BES oth of” the community want a reasonable dogree of security.: °" 
Recent experiencos with hard times have mado them more conscious of this néed. in 
the main, security for thom rests inthe ownership of — -- land that is cael 
from debt and capable of producing a good living. 

nea singe indee’ The people are friendly and sociabio. They esinbotee 
neighborlinoss in one another, Neighborhood tics arg gonerally strong and long 
lastings, Visiting and sharing machinery and labor and group activitics make for a 
close rolationship. | Familios. sharo with one anothor in tho joys and sorrows a 
come. A helping hand is roadily oxtandod to a family in picihit! 
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Family Life: The family is important as a social and work unit among these 
people. Most farms are of the family type and family members work closely to- 
gether at the job of making a living from the land. Members of a family usually 
‘go together to social and recreational affairs. Members away from home return 
frequently to visit. A person obtains community standing by providing adequately 
for his family and by raising his children’ tobe respectable, hard-working 
citizens. 
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‘Worth of an Individual: These people attach importance to honesty and industry 
in a person. An individual loses the respect of his neighbors if he is indifferent 
to their welfare and inconsiderate of their ‘rights, if'he is careless with borrowed 
tools, and if he is slovenly about his farm.and lazy in his work. Community 
leaders are generally progressive, intelligent, neighborly, interested in community 
development and progress, and are reasonably succesful in business or farming. 


Religio: There is a practical respect among the people of the communi ty for 
religious teachings and moral values. Consilerable social interaction in the 
community comes about through the. church activities. ; 


Education: ‘Education is regarded as a requisite-to a better living and good 
citizenship. Most families strive to put their children through high school, and 
,most of the youth who grow up in the community do attend it. Extension adtivitias 

draw the support of many families who seek to improve their farm and home life. 


‘CHANGING ROLE OF THE RURAL VILLAGE IN THE GREAT PLAINS 


| The most significant thing about this rural community is the long-time ad- 
justment .that has occurred in the role of the village as a service and activity 
center of. the community. What has happened here has happened in many of the 
villages throughout most of the Great Plains, though in varying degree according 

to the age.of settlement and density. of. population. Agriculture in the older 
sections of the Plains, as in eastern Nebraska, is highly stabilized. In general, 
the communities there are well adjusted to the changed social and economic 
situation which has evolved since the coming of automobiles, good highways, and 
modern methods of merchandizinge There has been a progressive realignment of trade 
territories and gradual shift of services with the village centers assuming a dif- 
ferent role than: they . have herétofore played in rural community life. The small 
village-centered communities have become integrated with the larger, town-centered 
communities. Each commmity is no longer a separate entity in iveolt. but a part 
of a larger complex, The village center continues to perform a useful function 

for the rural family in much the same way the corner store dogs, for the urban 
fomilye The more specialized functions have shifted to the larger centers, now 
that they are more easily accessible to the farm people. Some of the small villages 
will eventually disappear but 2% 21S safo to say that not all will, so long as 
they continue. to provide many of the essential services. needed by the rural people. | 


Beaver Crossing, will probably provide. Me dtee markets , a grocery s tore or. 
two, possibly a hardware and implement store, elevators, filling stations, a 
machine shop. or garage, a freezer locker, ‘and schools and churches for a long time. 
In spite of considerable change in the last 25 years, its population has remained ~ 


wo 1 Ome 


fairly constant although the composition has changed; the proportion ” “of deed 
people has increased considerably, partly’ because of farmers who: have retired and . 
moved to the village. This is equally true of many rural bettas th and Age teh Tae) E 
to the decreasé in the services available in theme | 
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THE BEAVER ‘CROSSING COMMUNITY IN WARTIUE 


Effects of the War on the Community - Community life in general has not 
changed much during the war. Caavors ations include discussions‘of war developments, 
rationing, bond buying, and scrap drives, but actions and habits have changed only: 
in relation to.shortages of labor, machinory, equipment, tires and gasoline, , 1st 
These shortagos have not been scrious, for the people wero accustomed to doing. 
without many things. © THere has. beon more work by the family,: better caro of . 
machinery and equipment, and less use of gasoline and tires. : = 


Farm incomes have increased materially since the war started, through, ae 
combination of high prices for agricultural products and, good cropSe Nearly all 
farmers in the study reported making more money in 1943 than. dn 1940 ond most em- 
ployed village residents reported higher incomes in 1943. But a large number of 
aged people in the village had little or no ineome in either:1940 or 1943, ‘though 
many of them rocoived old-age ponsions. Church and organization finances. have 
improved slightly since 1940. The larger purchasing power has not been ‘whobly: 
satisfied because, of wartime shortages. They need new machinery, cars, and trucks. 
Many would like to improvo thoir farms and homes which were necessarily neglected 
in the distress .period. Some have managed to make improvements. The people have 
apparently taken the mca good natured ly. ae 


Prowar conditions and pegs in the .community were largely responsible, for 
the fact that the number of services in the village conter decreased frém 1940 to 
1943, which naturally brought about some shift in the trading habits of” ‘the people. 
There are seven towns’ and villagas within a olose proximity of Beaver Crossing 
village - Seward, Utica, Friond, York, Gochnor, ‘Cordova, and Milford. At’ least 
three of these of for a larger ae of servicos' than. does the: community center; 
two offer about the same; and two have fewer sorvices. Tho city of Lincoln with 
its many stores and services is closo ehough for occasional shopping and pleasuro 
trips. Tho poople go-to Soward, tho. “county scat, for business reasons mainly, but 
shopping and recroation dre often combined. On’ the whola, the war has caused wonry.- 
little chango in regard to tho places whore thoy go for. their services though, os 
yhore has been less SoA tb the more Beale points, such as Lincoln, fs ove 
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Travel restreeerend have roducad ateeridands at social eo iierinte and adotings 
to some oxtent. Thon farm pcopla had less timo for them in view of the Skits crops » 
and the shortages of labor and machinery, and ‘a’ considerable number of young. «ae 
people were drawn into the armed forces, Church attondanc co | decreased | in two... ee tei 
churches, remained about the samo in onc, and inereasad in onc,: between ‘1940 and 
1943, Somo church activitics wora curtailed or ‘dropped whon two of tho churches - 
lost their resident pastorse Tho “long-time downward trond of school onrollmerts., 
continucd after 1940, Theo drop in, lodge mombership after 1940. was small and... 
social activities wore curtailed ‘somewhat; average attiondange: at. the meetings in. hy 
1943, though rolativoly lov was. ‘not much:zlower: ‘than beforg. thea wate. . Extension Home= 
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maker's Clubs wore-:about as active in 1943 as in 1940. Homemaking lessons wore 
givon a definito wartime slant:with greater omphasis on ways of conserving foods, 
on canning methods, food presérvation and gardening, and on nutritional standards 
for families, The Beaver Crossing Community Club had diffieulNy in finding talent 
for its programs as a result of the exodus of voung people to war services and to 
wer jobs and average attendance at de aiseurh dropped slightly. 

Organized War ee re _ hweeins programs ‘in Seward County were coordinated 
and directed from the county level with local leadership usually assuming re- 
sponsibility for obtaining. participation at the community level. County programs 
were carried on simultaneously with State and National: programs,.and publicity over 
the radio and in the:newspapers reached into each community. , Committees were set 
up in the county seat to direct the programs. Local organized groups assisted or 
sponsored different programs... The county chapter of the Red Cross, for instance, 
sponsored. Red Cross surgical-dressing and first-aid classes in each community; the 
Chairman of the County Board of Supervisors sponsored an alumnium drive; an oil 
dealers' association in the county with the help of the Salvage Chairman of the 
County Defense: Committee sponsored: rubber salvage, and filling stations acted as 
receiving agents; : the.Salvage. Committee of .the County Defense Committee in coop- 
eration. with. ‘implement. dealers of.the county, AAA Committeemen, and the Seward 
Chamber of Commerce, sponsored the several aoa drives; the County Defense Committee 
sponsored air-raid protection;. and the women's division of the County Salvage 
Committee sponsored the: fats salvage in which meat dealers acted as receivers. iD. 
There was no organized. effort in the county in the first two bond drives; the banks | 
in the county were the agents for bond sales in the second. drive., Beginnin ig with 
the third drive, an organized effort was made to reach each community and neigh- 
borhood in the county. :.The County Agent organized. the rural areas, using the 
school district. as the units. of organization... He: appointed victory leaders, 
usually school board officers, in each district, -Each leader canvassed his school 
district.: School children played an important part in familiarizing the people 
with the different drives and in bringing about participation. Educational pro- 
grams on nutrition, victory gardens, canning and-home storage were carried out 
entirely by the County Extension Service, In 1942, school district victory. - 
leaders canvassed the school districts, to securs pledges in the Victory Garden 

. program. In 1943, printod matter regarding victory gardons was.passed out -by the 
County Agent, but the districts were not canvassed. Caming, home storage, and 
nutrition. nila gaat a (ot spas the pine wenysiee: Clubs. 


A a 


; eee wartime programs wore thé oibin abd le ones to Kehr the people of thoe- 
Beaver Crossing Community. The families were evidently aware of these programs 
and the war-related activities: that did not.reach into the community. Informatin 
on them came from so many sources that. none of the family heads could readily 
Rdentify the source relative. to a particular program, Often they hoard of.a drive. 
when a school district officer canvassed the school district, when school children. 
brought home information. about it, at_a meeting of some local organization, or in. 
gonversation with a neighbor or friend. More. often the first word came through. 


the radio and newspapers. 


There was little participation among the people in the war-related programs 
other than the scrap, rubber, and bond drives, and those in the Homomakecr's Clubs. 
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Red Cross surgical dressing were made in the village, and attendance was largely 
of village womens A local doctor conducted one series of first-aid classes in 
which 25 persons took part, nearly all of whom were from the village. Air-raid 
protection was little more than a gesture in the village. Various local organiza- 
tions in the community - lodges, clubs, and the churches - contributed to the war 
effort, mainly through ioe Lutes or endorsement of war. programs, within. the . 
communi bys 


FAMILY AND NEIGHBORHOOD LIFE IN WARTIME - EFFECTS 
ON ON FAMILY QRGANIZATION AND PARTICIPATION 


The war has had little direct effect on reese re and neighborhood life in io thas 
community aside from minor dislocations and inconveniences arising from wartime 
shortages-and restrictions. The people, however, are much aware of its im- 
plications. Nearly one out of five households included in the study had members 
in the armed forces. One household had lost a son in action, and there were two 
other known casualties among service men from the community at the time of the 
SUrVeye - 


High prices for farm products and the needs of the war spurred the farmers 
to greater effort. Weather conditions in 1942 and 1943 were especially favorable 
to crops but the labor force was reduced and new labor=saving equipment could not 
be bought. Much of the farm machinery in the community was old and worn and some 
was obsolete so farmers had to do more planning and improvising; had to work 
harder and longer. The traditional farm-family work pattern remained unchanged 
for the most part, except that family members put more time in farm work and 
had less leisure time, particularly in the busy seasons. 


Farmers said they exchanged work less in 1943 than before the war - less 
than one out of four farmers indicated more exchange work’= but there has always 
been considerable exchange of work and machinery among most farmers in the com- 
munity. | 


There were no occupational changes among these farm houschold heads as a 
rosult of the war.’ One had advanced from farm laborer to farmer by way of an FSA 
loan. There were a few occupational exshanges among the village household heads. 
Jobs in the village increased after 1940, so only a fow of the aged and the somea- 
what incapacitated were unemployod at the time of the survey. Increased farm 
incomes enabled farmers to pay off debts and to buy more if they could find what 
they wanted. The businessmen in tho village have profited from the highor incomos 
of the farmers, 7 eo 


There was little change in the proportion of meat which ‘was produced for 


home consumption in 1943, compared with before the war. Farmers have customarily». — 


produced most of their meat and village residents naturally only a little. Tho 
rural poople raised more vegotables in 1943 than in 1940 partly because of the 
Victory Garden program. Most of the village residents reported Reigate ail or 
nearly all of their vegetables in both years, 


w~louw 


The village center offers very little in the way of commercial entertainment. 
Most community residents went infrequently to nearby towns and to Lincoln for 
movies, dances, and other entertainment of a commercial nature in 1943, Attendance 
at an occasional free movie offered by merchants in the village and in nearby 
centers’ represented the total movie-going of many of the families but this had been 
true apie the ware | 

Families reported more listening on" the radio and more reading of Rene DriSe Be 
since the war began. 


Family participation in the war programs varied with the programs. The bond, 
scrap, and rubber salvage drives received the highest participation. The schools 
took part in several programs; pupils were stimulated to buy war stamps, to con~ 
tribute to the Red Cross, and to collect paper and scrap metal. On one occasion 
the Seward Chamber of Commerce sponsored a2 contest among the schools of the comty, 
offering a prize to the school turning in the greatest quantity of scrap per 
student. Pupils helped to keep the parents informed of the war programs. School 
district officers led occasionally, as in the Victory Garden sign-up and bond 
drives. In fact, the school district.was. usuably. “the eS NTE oe unit by 
which families were reached. 


An ee was made of the extent to which community residents in the study 
ewent to the community center and to places outside the community to buy groceries, 
clothing, hardware and equipment, for commercial recreation or entertainment such 
as movies and dances, to attend church and church functions, and to obtain medical 

service. Complete information for all services offered in the village was not 
available. Tha results showed, however, that a relatively large proportion of the 
contacts for a number of essential services are made outside the community; this 
was equally true before the war, Of the total servica contacts in 1943 for one or 
more of the seven services included, 50.2 percent wore made exclusively in the 
community center, 9.5 percent were made in both the community ec onter and other 
service centers arid 40.3 pereank wore made in the servics centers outside the 
conmuni tye erie Ae ait Seay ait me 


No adequate measurement can be made of the vigorous social intcraction that 
takes place in the community. Most activitics are unorganized and informal and 
so do not lend themselves readily to statistical analysis. The study gives only 
a rough insight at the most. 

Family visiting is the most common typc., Forty porcent of the families in- 
cluded in the ‘study estimatod their visiting with other families, both in the “A 
community ard~outside, to be less in 1943 than bofore the war; aT ‘percent thought 
sthoir visiting to bo about theo eat and 8.5 percont ae? oa eaey AS visited 
more in ‘1943. 


wd Wie be ~ Sey ous 


e Among other -frequent informal activitics are cooperative dinners, wedding. 
anniversary and birthday partics, entertainments for visiting relatives and fricnds, — 
and card parties. The usual contacts in the neighborhoods, over the fence, along 
the road, and at the farms are appreciated as well as the contacts in the village 
center, coher is the congrogating byien when farm work is slack or hampered by 

bad woather, and’ on shopping days, Avpayxoritly fo approciabla change with regard 


widen 


to these contacts has occurred during tho war. 


More than throe-fourths of the families reported church attendance in 1943, 
Of this number, 43.6 percent said that one or more members attonded regularly and 
34 percent said that thoy attended irregularly. Only 23.6 percont of the first 
groups reported less participation in 1943 than in 1940, whereas 63.2 percent ro- 
ported the seme, and 13.2 percent reported more. 


TABLES 


Tablo 1le- Population distribution in four towships, Seward County, Nobraska 
; Aah 1870 = 1940 


- ; rials, 2 : tal a3 : y 
Township 1/ ¢ 1870.2 1880 +: 1890 ; 1900 : 1910 : 1920,.«* 1930 2671940 
: : : : : : : 


K qemed wat yA68 784 712 759 704 687 580 
L ei aed go 560 pod BLT 701 600 562 525 419 
Me. * aséo<o4 bE95, 00014008 doky2G3hn0 AgtO%o Srblgtobcd 435369). ble coe 
N we mmel i hy OAS yk, ETRE EBT 6l4s%. -»i8l2 627 513 
Total 56 Seetas 29 266e'2BGB9U- or ByB9Bou:-3g'460. ) 1.39803". - Sg 208 » B08 


Beaver Crossing . 
Village --- --- --- 359 542 543 522  . 550 


Sources: U. S. Census 
ay, The 16 townships in Seward County are lettered alphabetically. Parts of 
Township K, L, M, and N comprise the community under study. “itd 


Table 2.- . Age distribution of houschold members (total mombers in household at 
any time 1940-1943), in sample of 47 families 


Age groups OUR: Number of mombors a Percent of mombers_ oa 

Ai : Si i - a 
| Under 15 yoars 51 2763 
15 = 44 years — if, 76 east 40.6 
45, - 64 yoars*  ~— | 46 2 wea ey 2406 


6% years and over a 14 aati) leo 


a" 


s ad a 
Se SR EA AR ES FESS I EEA SS ELISA PA IS A RT ARETE RE ELE 


ey, 
Table 3. = 


Number members in household 


Noe 


~-15 


Sizo of houschold, 1940 and 1943, of 47 families in sample 
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Tablo 4. = 


OMBNQODOL AW wH 


Average size of household 


1940 1943 
houscholds : Noe houscholds 
2 3 

Li 13 

9 9 

Zi 14 

5 2 

5: 3 

2 2 

@) @) 

2 i 

5087 5047 


Length of residonce in county, community and in neighborhood of 


the 47 familics in sample 


& 


me 


7 ‘ County ? Community "Neighborhood 
fe eyed Dio: fami ade 2) Nog fant tes 
L # #.yoars 5 ig 15 
10 - 19 years ¥ g a 
20° =. 29 years to _ 3 
50 - $9 years ss) 5 4. 
40 - 49 years 7 4 5 
50 - 59 yoars g +) 5 
60 years and ovor 6 3 2 
Average years of 
residence 3469 25.9 Bow 
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Table 5. = Estimated general cconomic status of 47 families in sample 


Economic Status 


ee ee ee 


Number of families 


Very low 
Low 
Medium 
High 
Very high 


c 


5 
12 
24 

6 
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Table 6. - Estimated income change of 47 families in sample, 1940-1943 


IR SR ERS SE SCRE EE ES TE 


Income change Numbor of families 
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oe 686 


No change 5 

Decrease 4 

Increase 31 

Not ascertainablo 7 

Estimated percent increase : Numbor of familics 

lL «- 14 pereent 3 
15 = 384 percent it 
55 = 54 percent 13 
D5 = 74 percont Rf 
75 percent and over 7. 


Table 7 ~- Participation in principal formal organizations in Beaver Crossing 


* Community in 1943 and comparison with 1940 
: . : 
:Percent of familics partici- ;Percont of total participating 


pating, by extent : familios with a comparison 
: between 1943 and 1940 


“Formal Organizations 


ee ee oe 


Regularly: Irrogularly: None ; Moro 


Same : Less 
: 


e 
s 
. 
e 


Church, Worship 


Service (adults) 42.6 34.0 2304 jee 65,2 2546 
Church, Sunday 
School (adults) 17,0 6.4 76.6 0 61.5 38.5 
Church, Sunday 
School (Children) 29.8 8.5 61.7 27.8 Glee llel 
Church, Ladies Aid 
Sociatios ai.% 23.04 5593 Ave 60.9 34.8 
Church, Young 
Peoplas, Orge 1 10.6 2el + 87.3 ) 66.7 3503 
School, PTA Wal Pe 26h 95.8 ) 100.0 0 
14.5) Clubs 1/77 4,2 0 95,8 3363 3303 33-3 
Commumity Club 23.44 a7e0 48,9 18.5 51.9 29.6 
eWomen's Club 1/ 664 8.5 85.1 20.0 30.0 50.0 
Homemaker's Club ele.t 4.2 68.1 LGs 50,0 5505 
Fraternal Org's. 1/ ul 2.1 95.7 40,0 0 60.0 


1/ Too few interviewed to be significant for comparing relative participation 
~ in 1940 and 1943. 
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Table 8. - Membership and attendance of formal organizations in community 


Membership and attendance eee: nie h eg 1940 


Total number of organizations 1/ 14 16 
Total membership of organizations ~ 421 573 
Malo 92 178 
Female 329 395 
Average attondanco at rogular meotings 190 239 
Average attendance por mecting 13,6 14.9 


a, Not included aro Community Club, PIA organizations, the new Boy and Girl Scouts, 
farmers cooperative organizations, and card clubs. Average attendance at programs 
of Community Club was about 175 in 1943 and about 200 in 1940. The only Pra 

takes in about 12 families in one school district; average attendance at its 
meetings was about 36 in 1940 ond in 1943. 
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Table 9, ~ Informal participation of 47 families in sample in 1943 and 
«: comparison with 1940 

" , Percent of total participating 
Informal activities :; Percent participated in : families with a comparison 

f ‘ between 1943 and 1940 


Moro $ Samo : Less 


eo ee 


Attendance at school : 
programs by adults 7204 9.5 5965 31.0 


Neighborhood clubs, 
parties, affairs by 


‘adults 34.0 9.5 57e1 3363 
Dances by adults ah 14.8 ha 38.5 53,8 
Movies by adults and 

children 61.7 19.4 48.4 32.3 
"Roading newspapers 95.7 36.4 63.6 0 
Listening to the radio 87.0 55.8 30.2 14.0 


1/ Too fow participants to be significant for comparing relative participatinn 
~™ in 1940 and 1943, 
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* Table 10s - Churches in Beaver Crossing Community 
Characteristics of churches in ’ 1940 fm 1948 
comunity on : | dreieets 

Number of churchos Wha 4 4 

Number of churches with rosident pastor 4 

Number of churches with full-time pastor 3 
Total church momborship in community 460 435 
Villago 163 148 
Open Country LOT 287 
Avorago total attendance at worship sorvicas 201 230 
Village 66 80 
Open Country 135 150 

Total number of formal organizations or activitios 

sponsored by the churches 16 Lt 


if These churchos include Methodist, Evangelical, Christian, and Catholic. 
All located in the community conter. Somo residonts attend churches outside 


° the community. © 


*Table 11, - Schools in the Boavor Crossing Comnunity 


— 


*joaz, | 1940-- * 1935, * 1950. 
Be eats Lett: Sara a6. 1931 
Number of one-room schools (opon) 8 8 9 8 
Number of one-room schools (closed) 1 i 0) 1 
Number of combination high and 
grade schocls 1 l iL 1 
Total number of teachers 16 Pw 18 17 
Ratio of teachers to pupils 14.8 14.9 18.7 2lel 
Number of months in school yoar 7 a 9 3 


Table 12. -School enrollments for given ycars in Beaver Crossing Community 


: 194d—@ , 1940- ., 19355 , 1930~ 
’ py rengegne none pe S844 F« 2947 2% 1936 : 1931 
Open Country clomentary 80 98 123 130 
*Village olomentary ats 68 120 134 
Combined clomentary enrollment 157 166 243 264 
High School 80 88 93 94 
Total School enrollment 237 254 336 358 
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Table 13. - Number and percentage of service contacts by location of service 
center, 1940 and 1943 1/ 


t : 
Service center ee a ee ee 1940 
* Number : Percent ’ Number : Percent 

Beaver Crossing village 142 50.2 128 50.2 
Beaver Crossing village and 

other service centers 27 9.5 at 10.6 
Other service centers 114 40.3 100 3902 
Total 283 100.0 255 100.0 


V Obtaining of one or more of seven services by community residents in the 
sample, within the community or outside: buying groceries, clothing, hardware, 
and equipment; obtaining commercial recreation or entertainment; attending church 
and its functions, and seeing a doctor. 


Table 14. - Type of participation in war-related activities (sample of 46 families) 


« Number 


s 


War activity ,Participating 


: * Donation or Bond : Service : Attended meeting 
a Bee CELE ape 6 oes Laer RRR 0» lot 58, Eta rs ae rae ee een Nn nNR NEN OIEE RINAKeO 


J 
e 
e 
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Number of families by type of participation 


Scrap salvage 33 32 2 0) 
Rubber salvage 30 29 2 fe) 
Fats salvage ie Le 0 0 
War Bond drives 32 32 3 0 
Victory gardens 
and canning 16 fe) 2 13 
Nutrition 9 0 A 9 
SSS ee ce a RT CS TS RS I PE SS RN cS STC TS SSE ne ON 


Table 15. - Source of information on war-related activities (Sample of 46 families) 


War activity :lMewspaper : Co. Agte: Meeting : Neighbors: School :Solicited : AAA 
. : Radio :Ext. Club; : : : : 
Scrap salvage 32 0) @) 4 6 0 2 
“Rubber salvage 31 0) 0 6 5 e) ra 
Fats salvage 33 1 1 3 5 0 2 
War Bond drive 28 0 3 1 4 5 i 
*Victory gardens 
and canning 12 15 2 5 3 1 5 
Nutrition 8 Ld 1 2 0 0 0 
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